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PUBLIC  USE  OF  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGES  -  195? 


In  addition  to  the  millions  of  birds  and  animals  that  used  the 
national  wildlife  refuges  in  1957,  more  than  8-2/3  mllion  persons  were 
on  these  areas.     These  8,668,580  visitors  represent  a  lU*6  percent  in- 
crease over  1936,  v^en  7,5.^5, 33li  visitors  were  present.     Almost  a  third, 
or  2,908,U3!;,   used  the  refuf^-es  for  fishing,     .'ublic  minting  ainourioed  to    ' 
I1-I/2  percent,   or  388,995  visitor-days,     Wildlife  observations,   picnick- 
ing,  and  swiiraning,  together  with  business  and  official  use,  amounted  to 
5,371,150,   or  more  than  62  percent  of  all  uses*     Recreation  is  permitted 
on  designated  portions  of  refuges  where  such  coordinated  use  can  be  accom- 
plished without  defeating  the  primary  objective  for  which  the  refuge  was 
established. 

The  following  tabulation  of  public  use  is  based  upon  information 
submitted  by  all  refuge  managers.     The  tabulation  is  arranged  by  regions i 

REGION  1 


Refuge 

Bowdoin 

Camas 

Clear  Lake 

Cold  Springs 

Columbia 

Colusa 

Deer  Flat 

Desert  Game 

Fort  Peck 

Hart  Mountain 

Little  Pend  Oreille 

Lower  Klamath 

Malheur 

McKay 

McNary 

Medicine  Lake 

Merced 

Minidoka 

National  Bison 

Nine-Pipe 

Pablo 

Red  Rock  Lakes 

Ruby  Lake 


Total  Use 

Visitor-Days 

Hunting 

All  Types 

Use 

20,671 

li21 

1,180 

150 

ii,300 

7,025 

— 

35,U60 

580 

5,602 

^,052 

83,U60 

l,U6o 

121,000 

2,500 

112,000 

10,000 

3,069 

1,232 

5   10,200 

5,200 

52,1^32 

15,632 

9,513 

1,953 

7,500 

— 

^  3,5UU 

0. 

15,000 

200 

1,351 

1,113 

10,100 

— 

31,000 

_„ 

11,000 

_i» 

6,500 

__ 

1,337 

$9$ 

11,170 

800 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Use 

Use 

Ml^ 

20,250 



1,030 



U,300 

5,000 

2,025 

32,700 

2,180 

50 

500 

37,000 

15,000 

1,500 

117,000 

36,000 

66,000 

937 

900 

3,U00 

1,600 

-_ 

36,800 

1,200 

6,360 

6,000 

1,500 

2,000 

1,510^ 

_=. 

)i)i,800 

— 

238 

5,000 

5,100 

-- 

31,000 

9,500 

1,500 

5,500 

1,000 

200 

5i;2 

8,000 

2,370 

REGION  1  (Con.) 


Total  Use 

Visitor-Days 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Refuge 

All  Types 
U,000 

Use 

Use 
50 

Use 

Sacramento 

3,950 

Salton  Sea 

8,825 

2,100 

175 

6,550 

Sheldon 

6,750 

650 

500 

5,600 

Snake  River 

830 

U80 

150 

200 

Stillwater 

10,7U0 

6,600 

2,0U0 

2,120 

Sutter 

6,582 

3,li82 

100 

3,000 

Tule  Lake 

7li,390 

12,890 

.  ~ 

61,500 

Turribull 

3,530 

— 

— 

3,530 

Upper  Klamath 

11,500 

1,500 

6,000 

U,ooo 

Willapa 

2,300 

1.300 

— 

1,000 

Total 


723,881 


75,890 


163,002 


U8U,989 


RBDION  2 


Aransas 

17,000 

.. 

17,000 

Bear  River 

18,307 

I'.,  866 

1,U25 

12,016 

Bitter  Take 

13,U86 

— 

8,182 

5,30U 

Bosque  del  Apache 

1,800 

— 

600 

1,200 

Burford 

800 

200 

600 

— 

Cabeza  Prieta 

870 

-.- 

— . 

870 

Hagerman 

9,700 

— 

U,900 

U,800 

Havasu 

2U5,030 

600 

150,000 

9U,U30 

Hutton  Lake 

235 

— 

-. 

235 

Imperial 

70,190 

2,l|80 

39,920 

27,790 

Kirwin 

57,160 

— 

23,780 

33,380 

Kofa  Game  Range 

3,850 

1,000 

— 

2,850 

Laguna  Atascosa 

22,800 

-« 

17^000 

5,800 

lyfonte  Vista 

6,317 

U17 

h,300 

1,600 

Muleshoe 

U,ioo 

-- 

1,600 

2,500 

National  Elk 

2U,630 

— 

1,300 

23,330 

Pathfinder 

8,500 

850 

li,100 

3,550 

Quivira 

500 

— 

500 

Salt  Plains 

117,530 

— 

7,950 

109,580 

San  Andres 

1,170 

1,160 

~ 

10 

Santa  Ana 

6,300 

_. 

— - 

6,300 

Tishomingo 

38,825 

500 

2li,025 

1U,300 

Wichita  Mountains 

906,256 
1,575,356 

— 

32,890 
322,572 

873,366 

Total 

12,073 

l,2UO,711 

'' 

REGION  3 

Arrowwood  12,U20 

Bear  Butte  6,000 

Calhoun  and  Batchtown  hh,^2^ 


165 


135 

3,000 

33,920 


12,120 

3,000 

10,605 


REGION  3  (Con.) 


Total  Use 


Visitor-Days 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Refuge 

All  Types 
51,^00 

Use 
3,000 

Use 

Use 

Chautauqua 

li2,500 

6,000 

Crab  Orcriard 

1,360,500 

5U,5oo 

115,300 

1,190,700 

Crescent  Take 

89 

— 

15 

7h 

Des  Lacs 

9,260 

260 

— . 

9,000 

Fort  Niobrara 

10,000 

__ 

_— 

10,000 

Horicon 

211,396 

17,696 

U5,ooo 

1U8,700 

Lacreek 

6,000 

1,500 

3,500 

1,000 

Lake  Andes 

13,000 

5,000 

3,000 

5,000 

Lake  Ilo 

7,000 

-« 

U,ooo 

3,000 

Long  Lake 

1,U95 

ili5 

900 

150 

lostwood 

l,UlU 

~ 

— 

l,hlh 

Louisa  and  Keithsburg  UO,lhO 

— 

23,720 

16,U20 

Lower  Souris 

10,000 

3,000 

5,000 

2,000 

Mingo 

25,000 

— 

20,000 

5,000 

Mud  Lake 

10,733 

1,133 

— 

9,600 

Necedah 

50,000 

25,000 

5,000 

20,000 

North  Platte 

151,500 

— 

6,000 

iU5,5oo 

Rice  Lake 

18,700 

1,200 

10,000 

7,500 

Sand  Lake 

5,500 

— 

700 

U,800 

Seney 

36,000 

U,ooo 

3,000 

29,000 

Shiawassee 

10,000 

3,000 

U,ooo 

3,000 

Slade 

17,100 

90 

-~ 

17,010 

Snake  Greek 

255 

.- 

— 

255 

Squaw  Creek 

5,58U 

.. 

50 

^,^3h 

Sullys  Hill 

26,600 

-.~ 

— 

26,600 

Swan  Tiake 

U3,812 

10,360 

6,Uoo 

27,052 

Tamarac 

,22,000 

7,900 

2,000 

12,100 

Tewaukon 

7,300 

.» 

6,100 

1,200 

Union  Slough 

6,li60 

.. 

U50 

6,010 

Upper  ffississippi 

2,iai7,5ii5 

136,925 

1,218,925 

1,091,695 

Upper  Souris 

38,000 

800 

30,000 

7,200 

Valentine 

10,000 

— 

U76 

9,52U 

Waubay 

7,500 

— 

— 

7,500 

Total    U,72U,328 


275,67li 


1,593,091 


2,855,563 


REGION  h 


Back  Bay 

3,100 

2,200 

900 

Big  Lake 

27,000 

-. 

2,500 

2U,5oo 

Blackbeard 

3,150 

650 

1,000 

1,500 

Blackwater 

13,152 

_— 

350 

12,802 

Cape  Remain 

1,865 

315 

950 

600 

Carolina  Sandhills 

11,100 

8,200 

2,900 

Chassahowitzka 

6,100 

775 

5,200 

125 

Chincoteague 

5,000 

m.— 

1,000 

U,ooo 

Delta 

31,000 

— 

1,000 

30,000 

REGION  h   (Con.) 


Refuge 


Total  Use 
Visitor -Days 
All  Types 


Hunting 
Use 


Great  White  Heron,  Key 

West  and  Key  Deer 

37,^00 

— 

Holla  Bend 

200 

— 

Kentucky  Woodlands 

3kl,h3^ 

l,U35 

Lacassine 

111, 000 

— 

Loxahatchee 

6,0^0 

50 

Mattamuskeet 

30,000 

6,000 

Noxubee 

^,77)4 

9,000 

Okefenokee 

10U,850 

— 

Pea  Island 

31,665 

-.- 

Piedmont 

U,300 

-« 

Presquile 

391 

~ 

Reelfoot  and  Lake  Isom 

U9,U98 

— i 

Sabine 

38,500 

-. 

Sanibel 

128, hOO 

— 

Santee 

75,000 

— 

St,  Marks 

U7,796 

796 

Savannah 

UjOOO 

.. 

Tennessee 

150,000 

_. 

Wheeler 

17U,085 

1,900 

White  River 

10,260 

1,060 

Yazoo 

200 

— 

Fishing 

Miscellaneous 

Use 

Use 

21,000 

16,500 

-. 

200 

275,000 

65,000 

10,500 

3,500 

U,ooo 

2,000 

9,000 

15,000 

17,27U 

28,500 

ijUoo 

103,li5o 

ll,Ui5 

20,250 

— 

U,300 

— 

391 

U5,792 

3,706 

17,500 

21,000 

12,000 

Il6,h00 

61i,000 

11,000 

7,000 

ho, 000 

1,000 

3,000 

130,000 

20,000 

118,385 

23,800 

1,200 

8,000 

— 

200 

Total 


l,h0U,371 


21,981 


798,866 


583, 52U 


Total 


REGION  5 


Bombay  Hook 

9,385 

815 

1,000 

7,570 

Brigantine 

12,U23 

505 

5,500 

6,ia8 

Great  Meadows 

2,020 

_- 

._ 

2,020 

Killcohook 

250 

-- 

-— 

250 

Missisquoi 

5,801 

-• • 

2,900 

2,901 

Monomoy 

5,800 

-- 

2,300 

3,500 

Montezuma 

lli,351i 

65U 

7,000 

6,700 

Moosehorn 

9,270 

720 

1,200 

7,350 

Morton 

1,500 

_- 

700 

800 

Parker  River 

176, 3Ul 

683 

9,70U 

165,951 

Susquehanna 

3.500 

— 

600 

2,900 

2U0,6Uli 


3,377 


30,90U 


206,363 


GRAND  TOTAL 


8,668,580 


388,995 


2,908,h35 


5,371,150 


WL-396 
April  1958 
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